Weekly Bulletin

God’s Way to Heaven

Volume 1 Issue 22
July 16, 2017

Notes

1. GOD LOVES YOU and wants you to have
eternal life with Him.

Seven Miracles in John: Healing at the Pool of Bethesda

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life."

Last week’s message
(John 5:1-15)

The healing at the pool of Bethesda is the third of seven miracles that John records for us. John 5 is a two-part
story, with the healing in part 1 (vv. 1-15). In part 2 (vv. 16-47), Jesus testifies that his authority to heal and
forgive sins comes from his identity as the one and only Son of God. But the religious leaders could not accept
that Jesus healed on the Sabbath and that Jesus equated himself with God.

But most people aren't experiencing a meaningful

In the first two miracles that John recorded, Jesus revealed his glory by changing water into wine and by
healing the official’s son. The disciples were beginning to put their faith in Jesus. They were putting their eggs
into Jesus’ basket, one by one. Discipleship is the same today; as we go through life, Jesus shows us which eggs
we haven’t put into his basket.

life and aren't sure that they have eternal life
because...
2. Man has a SIN problem which SEPARATES him
from GOD. Every one has sinned.

A. Plot, Character and Setting

Romans 3:23 "for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God"

Cosmic backdrop: This story is but a glimpse of a bigger story being played out in human history. With each
healing, it is as though God opens the curtains for us to see the unfolding cosmic drama where the Son of God
does battle with the evil one, light against darkness, good against evil, where God shines his light into the
darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it (1:5).

3. The good news is that JESUS CHRIST is God's
solution to your sin problem. He is the ONLY way

From the hundreds of people at the pool, Jesus chose to extend mercy to one particular man with a disability.
Jesus skipped the small talk and asked, “Do you want to get well?” The man answered honestly and respectfully,
“I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes
down ahead of me.” People believed that when the water began swirling, an angel was present, and the first
person to get into the pool would be miraculously healed of their disability. Jesus countered this superstition and
said, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”

to heaven.
1 Peter 3:18 "For Christ also died for sins once
and for all, the just for the unjust, in order that
He might bring us to God..."
4. Therefore you must REPENT of your sins and

B. Theology of Healing

place your FAITH in JESUS alone to save you.

There are two opposing positions on healing today. Cessationists say that the gift of healing ended with the
apostles. Continuationists believe that all the supernatural gifts including prophesy, tongues and interpretation
exist today. It is important to be honest about where we stand on this issue and to be open-minded. Jesus works
according to the size of our faith and maturity, even if it is the size of a mustard seed.

Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it
is the GIFT OF GOD; not as a result of works, that
no one should boast."

While God can heal paralysis today, when we recover from the common flu we realize that in a sense all
healing is God’s healing. He created our bodies with self-healing. He uses doctors, psychologists and medicine to
help in our healing yet at the same time holds us responsible for our own healing. Sometimes, God in His infinite
wisdom chooses not to heal physically but rather emotionally, mentally, or relationally within the family. Healing
is not just in a physical sense but also in an emotional, mental, and spiritual sense. When Jesus asks us if we want
to get well, he means, “Do you want eternal life?” For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life (3:16). Eternal life is not just the afterlife. It
means you are well in every area of your life — your relationship with yourself, with your family, friends, coworkers, neighbours, money, work, education. Salvation never stops because there are eggs that we don’t even
know are not in his basket.

5. Upon believing and receiving Jesus, you have a
NEW

LIFE

with

complete

assurance

of

SALVATION.
1 John 5:13 "I write these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God so that
you may know that you have eternal life.”

C. “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” (v. 14b)
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“Sin” has become a politically incorrect word in today’s culture. We would rather hide what it means behind safe
words like “human nature”. The problem with this is that we do not hold ourselves responsible for our decisions.
We blame our families, our upbringing, and even government. Traditionally, sin has been defined as missing the
mark or transgressing the law of God (1 John 3:4), rebellion against God, and selfishness. We are all sinners, but
Jesus took our guilt and shame upon himself once and for all. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us
(Romans 5:8b).
To honor God and make Christ-committed followers who will make
Christ-committed followers

Seven Miracles in John: Healing at the Pool of Bethesda (cont’d)
ORDER OF SERVICE

After the man at the pool was healed, he could no longer lie on his mat all day and wait for the pool to be
stirred. He could no longer live off the handouts of people passing by or live off his parents. He was now responsible for his life. He had to get a job. Now he had no excuse staying a caterpillar when God had empowered him to become a butterfly.
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It is not easy to face past trauma and wounds. Healing is both an event and a lifelong process, and God can
only work at the speed of our hearts. People change slowly, usually not when things are going well but when
something painful is happening, which God uses to get our attention. What are you using as an excuse for not
allowing Jesus to make you well emotionally, mentally, socially, vocationally and spiritually? Entrust your life to
Jesus, so you will not fall back into your rut, not wallow in a pity party, not play the blame game, and not give in
to what our culture says God can or cannot do. Trust Jesus, so you may live life to the fullest. He makes all
things new.
D. Discipleship: From Caterpillars to Butterflies
We are all like the man with the disability — a caterpillar who became a butterfly as he got to know Jesus as
the Son of God. We may sense Jesus whispering to us, “Do you want to get well?” Our lips may say, “yes, Lord,”
but our hearts may find it too hard to face unresolved relationship pains from the past. We must stop focusing
on our mental-emotional-relational disability, because Jesus is with us, providing grace, mercy and forgiveness
along the way to wholeness, healing and strength. God knows we change slowly. He moves at the speed of our
hearts. He waits patiently for us, until we are ready to follow His lead as healer and redeemer.

JOIN US!

PRAY RADICALLY
All DGroups are invited to participate in the CCF Mid-year Prayer & Fasting on July
19-22, simultaneous with CCF Main. Please visit ccfvancouver.org/events to download the Prayer & Fasting booklet.
Cast your burden upon the LORD and He will sustain you;
He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.
(Psalm 55:22)

A Discipleship Group or DGroup is a great opportunity to meet regularly with a
small group of people from CCF to study the Bible, pray and support each other.
DGroups meet regularly in different parts of the Lower Mainland. Connect with
us at contact@ccfvancouver.org and we will find a group for you.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Praise and Worship Team
… is looking for musician (instruments) volunteers to join our team. If you can
play an instrument, and are available to serve with the Praise and Worship Team
at least once a month, we’d love to hear from you. Email us at
contact@ccfvancouver.org.

Please use CCF tithe envelopes (available at the usher's table) for ALL tithes,
offerings and donations. Our tithe box is located at the usher's table.

An Invitation to Share Your Story

You can now give ONLINE! Just go to ccfvancouver.org/give to donate. Thank you.

Would you like to encourage one another, and give honor and glory to God
through your personal testimony? Email Bryan Pinpin at ebpinpin@gmail.com.



Congratulations
Carlo and Andrea!

Welcome
baby Zach!!
7/11/17

For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
(Psalm 139:13-14)

If you're giving via cheque, please write it to CCF Vancouver.

Name ________________________Phone/Email ______________________
Prayer Request/Answered Prayer

Please drop in tithe box

