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Notes
1. GOD LOVES YOU and wants you to have eternal
life with Him.
Last week’s message

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life."

Portraits of Love-driven Obedience: The Selfless, Humble Disciple
Love of Christ is the fundamental driver behind the Christlike obedience of a disciple, even as he continues to
undergo the lifelong transformation process. This love of Christ grows in proportion to our increasing, intimate,
and experiential knowledge of His love for us.

But most people aren't experiencing a meaningful

In a new series describing or portraying the love-driven obedient disciple, we start with selflessness and humility.
Selfless humility is an overflow of our increasing grasp of Christ’s love for us, which is most manifest in the cross,
that is, in the gospel of forgiveness. Our appreciation of salvation and grace deepens in proportion to our
realization of our utter sinfulness and our absolute lack of merit. Selfless humility is the antidote to pride.

life and aren't sure that they have eternal life
because…
2. Man has a SIN problem which SEPARATES him

A. God’s view of pride

from GOD. Everyone has sinned.

1. Pride is an abomination to God. Proverbs 6:16 says that there are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are
an abomination to him. The enumeration begins with pride — a proud look or haughty eyes.

Romans 3:23 "for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God"

It was the sin of pride, according to Isaiah 14, which led Lucifer to set himself up as “the Most High.” He later
deceived Eve in the garden of Eden by enticing her to believe that she would be like God (Genesis 3:5). Eve then
gave in to the desire to exalt herself above her place as God’s creature. She gave in to the enticement of pride
and disobeyed God’s command.

3. The good news is that JESUS CHRIST is God's
solution to your sin problem. He is the ONLY way
to heaven.

2. Pride pits us against God. The apostle Peter exhorts all believers to be clothed in humility for “God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5b). The preceding verses (vv. 1-4) are addressed to overseers
— those who exercise authority. This applies not just in church leadership but also in homes and the
marketplace.

1 Peter 3:18 "For Christ also died for sins once
and for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He
might bring us to God..."

Peter’s exhortation applies not just to those in leadership roles but to all believers (v. 5a). Some churches have
members who refuse to submit even to godly, selfless leadership because of pride. In v. 6, Peter exhorts all of
us: Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you.

4. Therefore you must REPENT of your sins and place
your FAITH in JESUS alone to save you.

B. Consequences of pride

Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it
is the GIFT OF GOD; not as a result of works, that
no one should boast."

1. Pride cuts off fellowship with God. Pride puts the “self” opposed to God’s might instead of under His might.
Consider the case of Lucifer who opposed God’s might. He thought so highly of himself and attempted to
become the ruler of the universe. Read Isaiah 14:12-15. Because of pride, Satan was completely and
permanently cut off from fellowship with God (v. 15).
2. Pride hinders us from seeking God. In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no
room for God (Psalm 10:4). This sin of pride applies even to professing believers. Take the example of King
Uzziah in the Old Testament. Early on in his reign as king of Judah at age 16, he sought the Lord and placed
himself under the discipleship of Zechariah (2 Chronicles 26:5). But as King Uzziah became richer and more
powerful, things changed. He grew proud, to his destruction (v. 16). His pride kept him from seeking the Lord,
from continuing to place himself under the spiritual guidance of Zechariah.

5. Upon believing and receiving Jesus, you have a
NEW LIFE with complete assurance of SALVATION.
1 John 5:13 "I write these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God so that you
may know that you have eternal life.”

Let us be aware of the pitfalls of success. Success may render us self-sufficient, and thus proud, and
consequently fail to seek God, which may end up in disobedience. Success could take many forms — success in
homeschooling, success in your career, success in business, even “success” in ministry.
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3. Pride invites God’s discipline. King Uzziah’s pride led to very serious consequences. God struck him with leprosy.
And King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death, and being a leper lived in a separate house, for he was
excluded from the house of the Lord. And Jotham his son was over the king's household, governing the people of
the land (2 Chron. 26:21). Exclusion from the house of the Lord must have made King Uzziah a very lonely man.
He was cut off from fellowship with God and His people.
To honor God and make Christ-committed followers who will make
Christ-committed followers

The Selfless, Humble Disciple (cont’d)

ORDER OF SERVICE

But discipline is meant to draw us to God — to knowing Him and His love for us. “Seek the Lord while he may
be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7). The sin of pride indeed invites the discipline of God, because He desires that
we continually seek and know Him. For pride hinders us from seeking God.
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C. Blindsided by pride — an application

 Children dismissal

There are things that we generally associate with humility that are not really expressions of true biblical
humility. For example, tolerance may be a simple culture-imposed mode of behavior rather than the expression of a humble heart.

 Testimony:
Janis Mati-ong

It is difficult to see pride and self-centeredness in ourselves. We may regularly attend worship services, participate in small group meetings, tithe, and share the gospel, but our involvement in these activities, BY
ITSELF, is not necessarily evidence of our spiritual transformation.

 Sermon

The fruit that Jesus meant in John 15 was primarily Christlikeness. Are you developing Christlike character,
even as you involve yourself in the activities listed above? Or are you irritable and cranky? Are you judgmental? Are you impatient? Do you have a sense of entitlement? Do you think you can’t or shouldn’t fail? Pride is
insidious and insinuates itself at every opportunity. Have enough courage and honesty to recognize when you
are being full of self. Every man’s way is right in his own eyes, But the Lord weighs the hearts (Proverbs 21:2).

 Benediction

A Discipleship Group or DGroup is a great opportunity to meet regularly with a
small group of people from CCF to study the Bible, pray and support each other.
DGroups meet regularly in different parts of the Lower Mainland. Connect with us
at contact@ccfvancouver.org and we will find a group for you.

 Response song

Praise and Worship Team is looking for musician (instruments) volunteers to join our
team. If you can play an instrument, and are available to serve with the Praise and
Worship Team at least once a month, we’d love to hear from you. Email us at
contact@ccfvancouver.org.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Please use CCF tithe envelopes (available at the usher's table) for ALL tithes,
offerings and donations. Our tithe box is located at the usher's table.
If you're giving via cheque, please write it to CCF Vancouver.
You can now give online!! Just go to ccfvancouver.org/give to donate. Thank you!
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