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Notes
1. GOD LOVES YOU and wants you to have eternal
life with Him.

Listening to God

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life."
But most people aren't experiencing a meaningful
life and aren't sure that they have eternal life
because…
2. Man has a SIN problem which SEPARATES him
from GOD. Everyone has sinned.
Romans 3:23 "for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God"
3. The good news is that JESUS CHRIST is God's
solution to your sin problem. He is the ONLY way
to heaven.
1 Peter 3:18 "For Christ also died for sins once
and for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He
might bring us to God..."
4. Therefore you must REPENT of your sins and place
your FAITH in JESUS alone to save you.
Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it
is the GIFT OF GOD; not as a result of works, that
no one should boast."
5. Upon believing and receiving Jesus, you have a
NEW LIFE with complete assurance of SALVATION.
1 John 5:13 "I write these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God so that you
may know that you have eternal life.”
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Last week’s message
(1 Samuel 3:1-21)

How well do you listen to other people? Would you rate yourself as someone who is an excellent
listener or someone who still needs to work on this area? What about God? How well do you listen for
God’s voice? Last Sunday, Pastor Dave Lindner shared with us five keys to listening to God, using 1
Samuel 3:1-21 as his main text.
But why should we listen to God? Does He even want to speak to us? Believe it or not, God does
want to speak to us. Pastor Dave’s first point was believe that God wants to speak to you. The story of
salvation in the Scripture points to this. In the beginning, while Creation was still perfect, God spoke
with Adam and Eve (e.g., Genesis 2:16-17). He had a relationship with them and even walked among
them (Genesis 3:8). But then sin entered Creation and it separated mankind from God. Mankind could
no longer fellowship with its Creator. So God introduced the old covenant, where He lived among His
people, Israel, in the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:22). After this, Jesus, God in human flesh, came
into the world (John 1:1), so that Man could have a relationship with God through the new covenant.
Then when Jesus left His disciples, He promised them—and us as well—that there would Someone else
who would help, lead, and live within them, the Holy Spirit. In the Book of Revelation, we see a
beautiful picture of what God intended for the Garden of Eden, fellowship between God and Man
(Revelation 22:1-3). So we know that God wants to have a relationship with us because it is clear in His
Word.
We also need to hear from God. Jesus declared, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4, ESV). He compared the words of God to food,
which we need in order to live.
Now that we have settled that God wants to speak to us, what is one practical way to do that? We
should find a time and a place for God to speak to us. In this modern age, our lives can be full of noise
and distractions, like Netflix, smartphones, or video games. We must make time to read God’s Word,
pray, and listen for His voice in our schedules, instead of waiting for free time to come up. If we just go
through our day waiting for free time, we will just end up not doing it at all. Do you have a place and
time where you intentionally listen for God’s voice?
In his third point, Pastor Dave said we should learn the ways God likes to speak to us. In our text,
God spoke to Samuel with an audible voice. Nowadays God does not do this commonly, but there are
still other ways He can speak to us. Ways He can speak to us include circumstances, people, dreams,
visions, and, of course, His written Word.
But in this process of listening for God’s voice, we must be wary, for not every voice or thought in
our mind originates from God. The Devil, who “disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians
11:14, ESV), can be one voice in our heads. Another major voice is, quite obviously, our own. That is
why it is important to verify what you think God is telling you, before following through with it. Pastor
Dave proposed a trustworthy process we can go through to discern. First, we must ask, “Does it line up
with what the Bible teaches?” If it contradicts what God has commanded, then it is obviously not from
Him. Second, we should ask, “Do those who are mature in the faith agree that this is God?” We can
To honor God and make Christ-committed followers who will make
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Listening to God (cont’d)

ORDER

ask people who are more spiritually mature than us when we think God is telling us to do something, especially if it involves a major decision in our lives. Ask, thirdly, “Is it consistent with what
God has previously revealed?” If it contradicts something that you are sure God has told you to do
in the past, then it is not from God. Lastly, put it to the test. We can ask God to show us if it is really
Him who is speaking.
And if it has passed this process, we can proceed to the fifth and final key: be obedient to what
you have heard. When we listen for God’s voice, we must do so with obedience in mind. May Samuel’s prayer to the Lord be ours as well: “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10, NIV).
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Mark your calendars!
Feb. 11: Volunteers Appreciation Lunch at Smokehouse
Feb. 25: DGroup leaders huddle

A Discipleship Group or DGroup is a great opportunity to meet regularly with a
small group of people to study the Bible, pray and support each other. Connect
with us at contact@ccfvancouver.org and we will find a group for you.
Praise and Worship Team is looking for musician (instruments) volunteers to join
our team. If you can play an instrument, and are available to serve with the Praise
and Worship Team at least once a month, we’d love to hear from you. Email us at
contact@ccfvancouver.org.

Benediction

Free parking is available from 9:45am to 12:15pm. First come, first served. Parking
spots 3, 4, 5 are for first-timers. All of our spots have this sign: Reserved for Counsel
All-Star Reporting. Get directions from this link: bit.ly/CCFVParking

 Please use CCF tithe envelopes (available at the usher's table) for ALL tithes,
offerings and donations. Our tithe box is located at the usher's table.
 If you're giving via cheque, please write it to CCF Vancouver.
 You can now give online!! Just go to ccfvancouver.org/give to donate. Thank
you!


Name ________________________Phone/Email ______________________

Our new
sermon series
on Financial
Stewardship
starts Jan. 14.

Prayer Request/Answered Prayer

Please drop in tithe box

