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1. GOD LOVES YOU and wants you to have
eternal life with Him.

Experiencing God’s Favor in 2018 and Beyond

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life."

When Jesus was born, the angels declared to the shepherds “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests”, (NIV Luke 2:14).

But most people aren't experiencing a meaningful

Do you also remember the words of the angel Gabriel when he said unto Mary “Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favor with God. (Luke 1:30b, NIV)?

life and aren't sure that they have eternal life

What is God’s favor and what does the Bible say about it? Is this just for the few?

because...

Survey of OT heroes of faith on whom God’s favor rested.

2. Man has a SIN problem which SEPARATES him

OT heroes of faith Noah (Genesis 6:8, ESV), Abraham (Genesis 12:2, ESV), Moses (Exodus 33:17,
ESV), Samuel (1 Sam. 2:26, ESV), and David (Acts 7:46, ESV), all found favor in the eyes of God.
Note that the word “favor” is used interchangeably with the word “grace” in these verses.

from GOD. Every one has sinned.
Romans 3:23 "for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God"

What do they have in common – these men on whom God’s favor rested?
Their hearts were committed to God.

3. The good news is that JESUS CHRIST is God's

Despite being surrounded by wickedness, Noah remained blameless and his heart was committed
to walk uprightly with God. (Gen 6:.9). When God told Abraham to leave his home country, he did
so because his heart was committed to obey God’s word. (v 12:4). It is the same with the hearts of
Moses, Samuel, and David.

solution to your sin problem. He is the ONLY way
to heaven.
1 Peter 3:18 "For Christ also died for sins once
and for all, the just for the unjust, in order that
He might bring us to God..."

God’s favor stems from his delight on those whose hearts are committed to him, and the Lord not
only watches but he also seeks to strengthen their hearts. (2 Chronicle 16:9a, NIV).
Faith, marked by obedience.
Real, authentic faith is marked by action and works. Abraham “obeyed when he was called to go
out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he
was going.” (Hebrews 11:8) Noah acted in faith by building the ark. The mark of the true disciple is
obedience. That is why our Lord is very precise – making disciples involves teaching those who put
their faith in him to “OBEY all that I have commanded you.” (Matt. 28:18-20).

4. Therefore you must REPENT of your sins and
place your FAITH in JESUS alone to save you.
Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it
is the GIFT OF GOD; not as a result of works, that
no one should boast."

Another mark of authentic faith aside from obedience is that it is enduring. Men of faith endured
tortures, imprisonment, mocking, flogging, even death. (Hebrews 11:35-37). Because of their faith,
God’s favor rested on them; As the writer of Hebrews pointed out - 6 And without faith it is
impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that
he rewards those who seek him. (Hebrews 11:6, ESV)

5. Upon believing and receiving Jesus, you have a
NEW

LIFE

with

complete

assurance

of

Divine favor/grace demonstrated to Moses.

SALVATION.

God’s grace and favor towards Moses was evident. In Exodus 33:8-11, (ESV), Moses was able to
stand in the presence of God and lived! The rest of the Israelites were warned not to come near
the Lord and look at him, lest they die.

1 John 5:13 "I write these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God so that
you may know that you have eternal life.”

Second, God spoke intimately, as a man speaks to his friend. (v. 11)
Third, God relented to Moses request. And the Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have
spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” (Exodus 33:17
Worship Services

Address

Contact Us

Social Media

10:00 AM –12:00 NN
700 Royal Ave.
New Westminster, BC

32855 Harwood Cr,
Abbotsford, BC V2S7A6

(778) 255-5777
contact@ccfvancouver.org

ccfvancouver.org
CCF Vancouver

God’s favor/grace to us today.
Can the Lord’s favor rest upon us as it did to Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David and other heroes
of faith?

TO honor God and make Christ committed followers who will make
Christ committed followers

Experiencing God’s Favor in 2018 and Beyond (cont’d)
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests,” the
angels declared to the shepherds on that night when Jesus was born.
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Glory is to God because it was out of his great love that God sent His Son to die on the cross to
pay the penalty of our sins. Romans 5:8 says – “but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” This is pure, overflowing grace!
Glory is to God because peace with Him is now possible as Romans 5:1 says - Therefore, since we
have been justified by faith, we [a] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. This is pure,
overflowing grace!
Glory is to God because we can now draw near Him and dwell in his presence through the Son. As
Hebrews 10:19-22 says - 19 Therefore, brothers,[c] since we have confidence to enter the holy places
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that
is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water. This is pure, overflowing grace!

Call to worship
Praise and worship
Children dismissal
Sermon
Communion
Response song
Benediction

YES, it is possible for God’s favor or grace to rest in you and me – but only if you believe in Jesus
and commit your life to Him as Lord and Savior.
Dwelling in God’s favor in 2018 and beyond.
How do we - who have Christ in our hearts (Exodus 33) and who trust in Jesus as our Lord and
Savior - dwell in God’s favor in 2018 and beyond?

Discipleship Groups (or D-Groups) meet regularly in different parts of the Lower Mainland to study
the bible, pray and support each other. Connect with us at contact@ccfvancouver.org and we will
find a group for you.

Prayer as means of grace
Let us be more intentional in 2018 to grow in the spiritual disciplines of prayer and God’s Word.
We can draw near to God and speak to him like Moses did because Christ’s blood made it possible
for us to approach a Holy God. To be able to draw near the Lord is already a demonstration of
God’s grace. But to be able to pray to God like Moses did is a greater demonstration of God’s
graciousness, God’s favor, God’s grace.
Knowing God through His Word as a means of grace.
In his intercession for the Israelites, Moses prayed and asked to be shown more – if he has indeed
truly found favor in God’s sight (Exodus 33: 13, ESV)! Matthew Henry says that divine direction is
evidence of God’s favor to a person.
What will 2018 bring?
2018 may bring troubles. Even if it does, we are assured of God’s favor/grace, hence we will suffer
with hope, not with despair. 2018 may bring material blessings. But it does not matter if our net
worth will go up or down because we are assured of God’s grace – so we will be content with
what we have, and to have such contentment in our hearts is a favor/grace from God! 2018 may
bring improved or deteriorating relationships. We will act in love and faith to build relationships,
and even if we are rejected by those to whom we reach out to, God gives us the grace to love and
forgive. 2018 may bring sadness or happiness, but that is part of our being human. And in our
sadness, he gives us hope. That is God’s favor. Amen.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS


Name ____________________________Phone/Email ______________________
Prayer Request/Answered Prayer

Please use CCF tithe envelopes (available at usher's table) for ALL tithes, offerings and
donations. Our tithe box is located at the usher's table. If you're giving via cheque, please
write it to CCF Vancouver. You can now give ONLINE!! Just go to www.ccfvancouver.org/give/

ANNOUNCEMENT
Free parking is available for the use of CCF Vancouver from 9:45am to 12:15pm. Please
refer to your CCF Vancouver email for more details.

Please drop in tithe boxes

