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1. GOD LOVES YOU and wants you to have
eternal life with Him.
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life."

The Visible Grace of God

Acts 11:19-24

Last week’s message

But most people aren't experiencing a
meaningful life and aren't sure that they
have eternal life because...

In Acts 11, Luke continues his narrative about the gospel spreading to the Mediterranean coasts
and reaching Antioch, the third largest city of the Roman Empire. Although the gospel also spread
to other places like Phoenicia and Cyprus, Antioch became the center of the World Mission to the
Gentiles.

2. Man has a SIN problem which
SEPARATES him from GOD. Every one has
sinned.

At the time, the Christians faced persecution, which was directed first at the apostles Peter and
John who were thrown in prison and were told to stop preaching the name of Christ. Following the
murder of Stephen, a young man named Saul from Tarsus ravaged the church, and entered house
after house as he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. (Acts 8:1)

Romans 3:23 "for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God"

In this time of persecution, how was God’s grace visible in the lives of the Christian Jews in
Antioch?
God’s grace was visible in the lives of the followers of Christ as they remained steadfast in their
faith despite sufferings. (v. 19)

3. The good news is that JESUS CHRIST
is God's solution to your sin problem. He is
the ONLY way to heaven.

As a result of the persecution, the Christian Jews scattered throughout the Roman Empire and
would have experienced: economic implications as the Christian Jews left their livelihood behind
and brought only whatever they could carry on their shoulder or head; cross cultural implications
in a foreign land like Samaria, where there was a history of deep animosity between the Jews and
Samaritans. It was no different living among the Hellenists; and implications to their corporate or
community life as they no longer had the support of a faith community like in Jerusalem, that
looked out for each other’s needs. Can you imagine how it would be for us to say goodbye to our
brethren here in CCF Vancouver and face uncertainty?

1 Peter 3:18 "For Christ also died for sins once and
for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might
bring us to God..."
4. Therefore you must REPENT of your sins
and place your FAITH in JESUS alone to
save you.

All these men and their families had to do to be spared from persecution was to renounce their
faith. Instead they kept their faith despite their sufferings. These followers of Christ also
remained faithful in telling others about Jesus.

Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the
GIFT OF GOD; not as a result of works, that no one
should boast."

The Bible says that there were those who, upon coming to Antioch, preached the Lord Jesus to the
Greeks. God’s grace in Antioch was visible as the persecution turned out to be a witnessing
opportunity that led to the salvation of many. (vv. 20-21)
To summarize, the grace of God was visible in the lives of the Christian Jews who reached Antioch
as they remained steadfast in their faith despite sufferings; and secondly, it was visible in that the
persecution turned into the proclamation of the gospel. And Barnabas saw all these and was glad.

5. Upon believing and receiving Jesus, you
have a NEW LIFE with complete assurance
of SALVATION.

How is the grace of God visible in our lives? Suffering takes many forms. It could be persecution
from our family members who are against our faith. It could be suffering that is health related. It
could be from our children who are walking in rebellion or showing sheer apathy towards the
Christian faith, or from conflict at work or from a past or ongoing business, from our marriages, or
from a prayer of our heart that is yet unanswered and we have been waiting on the Lord for some
time.

1 John 5:13 "I write these things to you who believe
in the name of the Son of God so that you may
know that you have eternal life.”

Regardless of our suffering, remember that God has called us to be recipients of the gospel and
to participate in its forward movement. When we view life from the lens of the gospel, the grace of
God will be more visible in our lives.
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After seeing that the grace of God was upon them, Barnabas according to v. 23, exhorted them all
to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose. In the midst of our suffering, let us remain
faithful, with steadfast purpose, to the Lord. Let us never give up. Let us draw near to God and He
will draw near to us even in the most severe of trials.
TO honor God and make Christ committed followers who will make
Christ committed followers

Giving
Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first and best part of all
your income. Then your barns will be full, and your vats will overflow
with fresh wine.
PROVERBS 3:9-10

An Invitation to Share Your Story

Order of Service
March 26, 2017
10:00 a.m.
Call to Worship
Praise and Worship
(Dismissal of children 3-12 to Sunday School)

Tithe envelopes are available at the
Tithe box at the back of the room.
Please make cheque payable to Christ’s
Commission Fellowship Vancouver.
For those tithing/giving via debit or
credit card please be reminded that
filling out an envelope is still necessary
for accounting purposes.

Would you like to encourage one
another, and give honor and glory to
God through your personal testimony?
Get in touch with Bryan Pinpin through
email ebpinpin@gmail.com.
Parking

Sermon

Parking is available along Seventh St.
and Agnes St., and free until 12 noon,
Sundays

Response Song

Washrooms

Announcements

Benediction

Washrooms are available just outside
and to the left of the worship area.

Join a D-Group
A Discipleship Group or D-Group is a
great opportunity to meet regularly with
a small group of people from CCF to
study the bible, pray and support each
other. D-Groups meet regularly in
different parts of the Lower Mainland.
Please send us an email (with your
address) at contact@ccfvancouver.org
and we will find a group for you.
NXTGen for Kids
… is our Sunday School ministry for kids
aged 3 to 12. Through a Bible-based
curriculum, we aim to inspire children to
become Christ-committed followers.
NXTGen classes are held every Sunday,
and conducted simultaneously with our
worship service. Lessons are easy to
understand, creative, and strongly
encourage parent-child interaction.



