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1. GOD LOVES YOU and wants you to have
eternal life with Him.

The Christian’s Certainty Amidst Uncertainties and Failures

John 3:16 “For God so loved the
world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have
eternal life.”

Last Sunday’s Message (John 21:1-14)

After His resurrection, Jesus appeared twice to his disciples in Jerusalem. And yet, the
disciples were faced with the uncertainty of their future with Jesus returning to the
Father. Jesus appeared to His disciples for the third time in Galilee, amidst the disciples'
uncertainties and failures. (vv. 1-4a)

But most people aren’t experiencing a
meaningful life and aren't sure that they have
eternal life because…

The disciples faced uncertainty that Jesus was no longer with them in physical form.
Jesus promised that He will not abandon them and that the Holy Spirit will come upon
them (John 16:7-12). But the disciples did not fully grasp the significance of His promise
until the Pentecost.

2. Man has a SIN problem which SEPARATES him
from GOD. Everyone has sinned.
Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God”

The disciples faced uncertainty about persecution. Jesus had warned the disciples that
there will be hardships ahead. In John 16:2-4, Jesus told them that they will surely face
persecution. But Jesus also told the disciples about the coming of the Spirit. After the
Pentecost when the Spirit of God came upon the disciples, they would discover and
learn that joy is possible in the midst of trials, hardships and difficulties.

3. The good news is that JESUS CHRIST is God’s
solution to your sin problem. He is the ONLY
way to heaven.
1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ also died
for sins once and for all, the just for
the unjust, in order that He might
bring us to God…”

The disciples struggled with their feelings of failure for abandoning Jesus. When the
disciples cast their net, toiled through the night and did not catch any fish, it was
reminiscent of how their lives were before Jesus, and of that memorable day when they
personally encountered Jesus and left everything to follow Him who told them that from
then on, they will be fishers of men.

4. Therefore you must REPENT of your sins and
place your FAITH in JESUS alone to save you.
Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you
have been saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves, it is the GIFT
OF GOD; not as a result of works,
that no one should boast.”

There are two biblical principles that are helpful to remember when we face
uncertainties and failures in life.

5. Upon believing and receiving Jesus, you have a
NEW LIFE with complete assurance of
SALVATION.

1. He watches those whom He loves. (vv. 4b-8). The disciples did not immediately
recognize that it was Jesus on the shore waiting for them. But Jesus’ eyes have always
been on them, and He never left them. Jesus himself affirmed to His disciples that he
would always be with them to the end of the age. (Matt. 28:18-20).

1 John 5:13 “I write these things to
you who believe in the name of the
Son of God so that you may know
that you have eternal life.”
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2. He refreshes those He loves by spreading a table in the wilderness of uncertainties
and failures. (vv. 9-14). Jesus knew that the disciples were tired and lacked sleep
from toiling all night and not catching any fish. He had breakfast ready for these men
who were struggling with uncertainties and failures. In Psalm 23:4-5, David talks
about how God refreshes His people in the face of hardships or trials “Even though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
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your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies…”
Application/Reflection: In dealing with our uncertainties and failures in life,
Hold on to and faithfully obey God’s Word for it will never fail. All of us go through
uncertainties in life. But the Bible tells us that if we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us. (1 John 1:9).
Relax, his eyes are on you. The Lord knows what we are going through. So be careful not
to wander off from the path that He has called us to walk. If you are truly His child,
do not be stubborn and invite God’s discipline.
Be ready for surprises of God’s gentle acts of comfort, affirmation, and provision.
Remember Jesus’ promise in Philippians 4:19, "My God shall supply all your needs
according to His riches in Christ Jesus?" Not just some, but all of our needs!
Sharing/Discussion:
1. Read James 1:2-4 and John 16:33. Does Jesus promise His followers a life free from
trials and troubles? What does the Bible say about the effects of trials on the
steadfast Christian? Read Psalm 33:18, 32:8. What does our Lord promise in these
verses? Read Psalm 119:105. Where do we find His instructions and counsel?
2. What uncertainties are you facing at this time of your life? In what ways are you
tempted to respond like you used to, before you knew Christ? Read Phil 4:6-7, Jer
29:11, and Prov 3:5-6. How are we called to respond to uncertainties?
3. Read Eph 4:25 and Heb 10:24. Are you dealing with the effects of any failure to live a
Christ-centered life? Have you repented and turned your focus back to Christ as the
center of your life? What does it mean to "turn your focus back to Christ" in your
situation? Read Luke 22:32. How does this encourage you?
4. Share how our Lord has refreshed you amidst uncertainties or even failures.
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